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October 2007
	Elementary News

	Elementary students are meeting twice a week, Mondays and Wednesdays, until the quarter change in mid-October.  Starting the week of October 22nd, students will be meeting on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  Parents are welcome to come and visit the gifted classroom anytime their students are in class.  Monday class time is from 1:15-3:00 and Wednesday class time is from 1:15-2:15.  Please let me know if advance if you are going to be dropping by, and be sure to check in with the office before coming to the rock building.

	Curriculum Focus

	· Elementary students keep a log of activities that help them remember what they have done in class and what the purpose of the activities are.  At the beginning of each class period, we think back to the prior class period and write about what we learned.

· Elementary students are revisiting the Mythology theme we explored last year.  We are currently reading The Sea of Monsters the second book in the Percy Jackson and the Olympians series.  Students flex their analytical thinking skills by predicting plot points and analyzing characters.

· Elementary students are also working on accomplishing goals from the gifted thinking skills curriculum.  On a weekly basis, they put their creative thinking skills to the test by thinking about everyday objects in different ways (Nifty Fifty), and going on hands-on thinking adventures (Smart Snips).

· Elementary students are also delving into the affective (feelings) domain.  Right away, we explored the topic of developing strategies to make and keep friends.  We read the book Have you Filled a Bucked Today?  This book reminds students that it is important to make others feel appreciated, and that through helping others experiences these feelings we feel better about ourselves as well.

	Websites to Explore

	· http://www.hoagiesgifted.org/ (a comprehensive site for gifted information)
· http://www.rickriordan.com/children.htm (the website for the Percy Jackson series)
· http://nationalzoo.si.edu/Animals/WebCams/default.cfm (animal webcams)
· I also have several books that about gifted children that are available for check out.

	Contact Ms. Asbell

	Email: hasbell@diamondwildcats.org
Phone: 417-325-5184 (direct line to gifted room)

Best times to reach me: Before school 7:45-8:15, At lunch 11:30-11:55, Planning Period 1:25-3:00 (except on elementary gifted days), After school 3:00-3:30.
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